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Her feet have only touched 
concrete and her view of 
the sky has been obstructed 
by wire mesh for the last 

three years.

SHE NEEDS OUR HELP!

Above: Marie at a 1990s anti-logging demo

Please write letters to: 
Director Charles E. Samuels, Jr., 
Federal Bureau of Prisons, 
320 First St., NW, 
Washington, DC 20534  

There are sample letters at 
SupportMarieMason.org. You 
can �nd more information 
about Marie’s case there, 
learn about other ways to get 
involved, and make a 
donation for her legal and 
prison expenses.

Marie has become an accomplished painter in prison.  This 
one is titled, “Tadpoles in waterlilies” (2013).  Her paintings are 
her way of expressing concern for environmental issues.  They 
are often a direct response to a current issue read about in the 
news.  See more of Marie’s art at supportmariemason.org

Visitors at the opening of an exhibit of Marie’s artwork. 
Los Angeles artist Kelly Poe curated the exhibit at The 
Suburban gallery in Oak Park, Illinois in 2012.  A “Free 
Marie!” sign is attached to the building.

www.SupportMarieMason.org
Follow the campaign on: 
twitter.com/FreeMarieMason 
facebook.com/SupportMarieMason
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The continual assault of a sterile environment, the 
lack of access to exercise and mental stimulation, 
psychological trauma su�ered by all of the 
women, and the impossibility of attaining free-
dom from this unit without outside intervention 
is inhumane.

It is urgent that we do everything within our 
power to move her to the general population and 
then work to reduce her outrageous sentence. 
Every day that Marie is forced to live in these 
conditions takes a toll on her mental and physical 
health.

We demand that she be removed from this restric-
tive unit and transferred to a federal prison near 
her family and friends.

demanding that he Move Marie!

FREE 
MARIE MASON!

MARIE IS SERVING 
22 YEARS FOR DEFENDING 

THE ENVIRONMENT



HELP BRING JUSTICE 
TO MARIE MASON

 

The unit is frequently and unpredictably 
locked down for hours on end due to 
violence and suicide attempts resulting from 
the claustrophobic and oppressive condi-
tions. Prisoners leave the building for medical 
treatment, but only after a protracted wait 
and �erce advocacy on the part of the prison-
er even though Carswell is ostensibly a medi-
cal facility. Access to mental health counsel-
ing, medical care, and educational opportuni-
ties are greatly diminished because of securi-
ty issues. 

Inmates who are housed there because of 
behavioral issues are told what they have to 
do to be transferred. They are given struc-
tured programs and measurable goals so that 
they may eventually return to the prison’s 
general population. But not Marie. As a politi-
cal prisoner, she has no idea what she needs 
to do, if anything, in order to be released from 
her strict con�nement. 

The psychological corrosiveness of a sterile 
environment, the lack of adequate access to 
exercise and mental simulation, the psycho-
logical trauma su�ered by all of the women, 
and the seeming impossibility of attaining 
freedom from this unit constitutes a cruel, but 
unfortunately not an unusual punishment. 
The unit exacerbates and worsens the behav-
ior it says it works to correct. It should be 
closed and Marie and the other prisoners 
moved from it immediately.

It is urgent that we do everything within our 
power to move Marie to the general popula-
tion of a low security facility. Every day that 
Marie is forced to live in these conditions 
takes a toll on her mental and physical health. 
We demand that she be removed from this 
restrictive unit and transferred to a prison 
near her family and friends. 

Marie Mason is an anarchist and an eco and 
animal rights prisoner serving nearly 22 years 
in federal prison for acts of sabotage carried 
out in defense of the planet. No one was 
injured in any of these actions. After being 
threatened with a life sentence in 2009, she 
pleaded guilty to charges of arson at a Michi-
gan State University lab researching Geneti-
cally Modi�ed Organisms for Monsanto, and 
admitted to 12 other acts of property 
damage. The sentencing judge applied a 
so-called “terrorism enhancement” to her 
term which added almost two more years 
than the maximum requested by the prose-
cution. This is the harshest punishment of 
anyone convicted of environmental sabotage 
to date. 

Marie is incarcerated in the high security 
Administration Unit at the Federal Medical 
Center Carswell in Fort Worth, Texas. Accord-
ing to the prison’s own literature, the unit is 
“designed for female inmates with histories 
of escapes, chronic behavior problems, 
repeated incidents of assaultive or predatory 
behavior, or other special management 
concerns.” Marie has never violated any 
prison rules. Clearly, she is being held in this 
unit because of her political beliefs and in an 
e�ort to silence her.

Marie’s gymnasium-sized unit, housing up to 
20 female prisoners, causes severe distress 
and worsens the debilitating mental illnesses 
and PTSD from which some of the prisoners 
su�er. The con�nement and isolation result in 
periodic acts of violence and suicide 
attempts as women struggle to maintain 
sanity in these conditions. 

The prisoners are only allowed to exercise in a 
small, fenced-in, concrete, outdoor area 
topped by double-coiled razor wire where 
there is little room for physical activity.

Marie at Carswell federal prison, 2013




